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Hello Members, 

Here we are again not knowing whether we are coming or going.  Shepparton has had a covid 

outbreak, and at the time of writing this, it seems as if it is under control, after a hard lock down. 

Well done Greater Shepparton.  Keep safe everyone, and enjoy the spring weather, and the 

wonderful blooms that comes with it. 

JULY VISIT TO KENSINGTON GARDENS 

 

        Current photo of the Doryanthes 

 

We visited Kensington Gardens in July to tour Baglin Reserve and Collins Walk.  Liz Grant reported 

she was stunned by the work and the variety of plants, and congratulated Laurie and Barbara and 

Roger Collins for their efforts. Laurie has 43 species of eremophila around the lake at Kensington 

Garden.  Laurie is waiting for his Doryanthes Palmeri - Giant Tree Orchid- to flower. The flower spike 

takes many months to form and bloom. Doryanthes Palmeri originates from Northern NSW. 

 

 



  

AUGUST AGM 

We were extremely lucky to hold our Annual Meeting in August. This resulted in Rob Slee taking over 

as our President, and Trish Moss as our Vice President with no changes to the other positions.   

Thanks to all for putting their hands up in these challenging times. 

Leonie knew it was soon to be Laurie’s birthday, so bought along a candle so we could sing Happy 

Birthday, unfortunately no one had a lighter or matches, so we had to sing with an unlit candle. 

When Laurie revealed that it was to be is 96th birthday, we could only be in awe, at the knowledge 

he has acquired and more importantly retained of native plants in that time. One little trick that 

Laurie revealed is that you can get Xanthorrhoea  - grass trees - to flower several years early is by 

adding ‘a couple of spoonful’s of brown sugar, when planting and by fertilizing twice a year with 

liquid pot ash  and  go go juice. Also don’t let them get too wet, they need good drainage. Laurie has 

two flowering at the moment, and his son Drew has several in flower, with one that has six spikes. 

Amazing! 

 

TREE SPIDER ORCHID 

Carolyn was very impressed with the blooms on her Dendrobrum tetragonum  - Tree Spider Orchid 

which is endemic to eastern Australia.  This orchid has lived under a tree in the back garden, and 

decided this was the year to put on a spectacular display. 

 

 



 

RHODANTHE DISPLAY 

Ross and Heather have a great display in their front garden of Rhodanthe Rosea. We don’t need the 

borders of Western Australia open to see fantastic WA wildflowers.  

 

 

 

COMING EVENTS  

Unfortunately our September outing to Jeanette Graham’s garden had to be cancelled. 

October plans are to visit Euroa Arboretum. The nursery there is only open Monday and Thursday. 

We will pencil in to visit there THURSDAY October 14th. Meet at Shepparton Library Car Park at 

10am. Bring Lunch, drinks, and chair. 

November will be a general meeting at South Shepparton Community Centre, 8pm November 9th 

2021. 

December will be a dinner meeting. Venue to be advised. 

Of course, these plans are subject to change…. Depending on restrictions at the time.  

Many thanks to Carolyn and Laurie for their contributions to this Newsletter 

 

Jenny Polinelli 

 

 



Carolyn & John’s Far North Queensland Tropical Holiday 
 in Cooktown, Ayton and Cairns 
 

John and I flew to Cairns mid-June then drove to Cooktown to stay with our daughter Lisa, for the 

last weekend of celebrations of the 250 years (cancelled last year) since Captain Cook came ashore 

at Cooktown on the Endeavour River estuary to repair damage to his ship the Endeavour which 

had been damaged on the Great Barrier Reef. 

 

Our trip to Cooktown took us onto the Atherton Tablelands which has very fertile soil and is 

farmed for agriculture and has a unique climate. Travelling on the Mulligan Highway we go west 

then north to a dryer more arid landscape. Sparce vegetation and lots of red soil. Acacias were 

about the only plants flowering at that time but put on a great display. We stayed in Cooktown 

with Lisa for 3 nights, seeing the tourist sites and historical buildings. We had a day trip on a 

sailing ship the ‘Coral Cutter’ to the G.B. Reef to snorkel around the coral. A most interesting day, 

went out under diesel power in a four-metre swell, nose of the cutter dipping below the horizon 

then coming well above. Return trip under sail in a brisk wind rolling side to side, not many 

passengers left standing. We then went to Ayton to stay in the rain forest on the Bloomfield River 

south of Cooktown (Greater Ayton, England, was the town that James Cook grew up and went to 

school as a boy). 

 

On the highway between Cooktown and the turn off to Ayton is an area called the Black 

Mountains, a geological event pushed up large angular granite rocks to form a unique area with 

next to no soil, therefore not much vegetation on the mountains and over the years the rocks have 

been covered with a black lichen which gives them the name Black Mountains.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We visited the Cooktown Botanical Gardens on two occasions, a great place to visit with mostly 

Australian plants, some exotics and a good collection of tropical plants. The gardens are well laid 

out with wide paths and good signage. One section was planted by members of the FN 

Queensland Australian Plant Society, members donated local native plants and help maintain their 

special garden, also volunteering in other areas. The Nature’s Powerhouse information centre and 

café at the gardens houses a display of paintings by Vera Scarth-Johnson of native plants of Far 

North Queensland, the collection has been declared to be of National Significance.  Also reprints of 

Solander and Banks original botanical drawings of plants in the area.  

Our travel plans to return to Victoria by train were changed as Covid cases broke out in Sydney, 

Brisbane and Townsville preventing us from visiting cousins and friends on the way. We ended up 

staying an extra week and a half with Lisa at Ayton, giving the rain forest around the house a good 

pruning.  A lot of hard work in humid conditions on the side of a rather steep hill, we are told this 

is the best time of the year weatherwise. We had a lace monitor, wallaby and several different 

birds around the house, the sun bird was the most spectacular and several honey eaters came to 

the bird bath several times a day. There is a Cooktown gecko in residence, black and white stripe 

and much chunkier than the Asian geckoes. We were always on the lookout for SNAKES, death 

adders, taipans, brown, tree, and pythons all live in the area.  

 

We fished in the tidal Bloomfield River from the wharf at Ayton with the aboriginal community, no 

fish but saw four large crocodiles therefore no fish. After 2 inches of rain we walked into the 

Bloomfield falls, a spectacular site with the volume of water after the rain, again being wary of not 

going to close to the water’s edge because of the crocodiles. 

 

We visited the Bloomfield Vanilla farm, the vanilla orchid planifolia is native to Mexico and is 

pollinated by a native bee, grown on terraces around the sides of a steep hills under palms and 

black wattles. The orchid is a vine and is trained on an individual trellis with a drip line for 

watering from a bore. The flowers are individually hand pollinated as no insect in Australia 

pollinates the flowers. It is a labour intense process to get to the finished vanilla pod. At the farm 

we saw a large orchid plant growing on a palm tree, it was called a bottlebrush orchid. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We went on a day trip to Laura west of Lakefield. We visited Sprit Rock a 500 metre walk up a 

rocky outcrop to see an aboriginal sacred sight and rock art. Great signage and information about 

the area, again hot dry country not many plants flowering a big contrast to the rainforest areas. 



On our return to Cairns, we went to the Botanical Gardens a 42 Hectare area site on the side of 

Mount Whitfield. Another very lush green rain forest environment well laid out with lots of 

information boards. I recognised a lot of plants we have as indoor plants but on steroids in the 

tropical climate. On the eastern end of the gardens is the Tank Arts Centre. The centre is a 

multiuse arts facility housed in three converted World War 2 naval oil storage tanks set amidst the 

lush rainforest. With tall interior poles and bare concrete walls and floor, they are used for art 

exhibitions and corporate functions being able to seat 400 people. We saw an exhibition of print 

art (silk screen and lino cut) which was very varied and interesting.  

 

What a shock to come back to the cold wet Victorian climate we had been hearing about, we had 

adjusted to the 27 degree days and 20 degrees overnight with odd showers to keep the humidity 

up. Definitely not a summertime holiday destination for me. 

 

Carolyn Edwards 

 

 

 

 


